A mild ligand-free iron-catalyzed liberation of alcohols from allylcarbonates.
Different from most carbonates the allyloxy carbonyl protecting group can be cleaved under neutral conditions using metal catalysis. However, most of the catalysts employed to date are based upon precious metals. Herein we present two protocols for the mild Fe-catalyzed liberation of alcohols from allylcarbonates that are characterized by broad functional group tolerance and exclusive chemoselectivity.